William Michael (Mike) Terry-
Cochran
October 19, 1953 - February 11, 2022

On Friday, February 11th, 2022, William Michael (Mike) Terry-Cochran, a
loving husband, father, and brother, passed into the arms of his loving Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. He was born in Lafayette, Indiana on October 19,
1953. He moved to Maryville, Tennessee from Rockdale, Texas in 1961 and
graduated from Maryville High School in 1972 where he played football and
wrestled. He also swam competitively at Green Meadow Country Club. He
attended the University of Tennessee in Knoxville where he graduated in
Psychology, Summa Cum Laude, in 1976.

Mike was always very active in the Episcopal church and cherished his faith
and relationship with God. His favorite part of the day was waking up early,
before the sun or anyone else was awake, and enjoying private bible study
with his coffee. He became a member of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in
Maryville, TN at an early age and brought his children up in the church. He
later became a very active member of the Episcopal Church of the Ascension
in Knoxville, TN. At Ascension, Mike served as a Eucharistic minister, a
Stephen minister, and an usher. He was involved in programs such as Driving
Miss Daisy, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, and Cursillo retreats.

Mike loved being a father to his two children, Justin and Shannon. He taught
them how to ride bikes, eat his favorite crab legs, and play tennis. He shared
his passion for cooking with them, always making hearty meals from scratch



and even teaching them how to make homemade noodles. They enjoyed
swimming, golfing, and as they grew older, long, heartfelt father-daughter and
father-son talks. Mike later became “Poppy” to his two grandchildren and
enjoyed the precious time he was able to spend with them.

Mike enjoyed working early in his life in the restaurant business where he
employed his love for cooking and made the best biscuits and gravy in East
TN. He later became a financial planner and truly cared for his clients. Outside
of work, church, and family, Mike most enjoyed the company of his animals
and coaching swimming. He was a coach at the YMCA and was passionate
about helping many kids learn and become competitive in swimming.

Mike’s biggest passion in recent years was his wife, Mitzi, whom he adored
and loved dearly. He found her later in life, and they spent the last fifteen
years together caring for family, animals, and each other. No matter where
they lived, she was his home.

Mike was preceded in death by his son, Justin Michael Cochran of Knoxville,
TN (2014), his stepdaughter Lauren Smith (2019), his parents Shirley Joan
Cochran (2001) and William Myron Cochran (1996) both of Maryville, TN. He
is survived by his loving wife, Mitzi Terry -Cochran of Pulaski, TN, and stepson
Dustin Smith, daughter Shannon Lea Cochran Shoemaker (Pete) of Decatur,
GA and grandchildren Sage and Justin, his brother Dan Cochran (Kathy) of
Nashville, TN, sisters Libby Nellis (Russell) of Maryville , TN, and Marty
Pendergrass (Mark) of Dayton, Ohio, his aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald
Kolter of Lafayette, Indiana, and many nephews, nieces, and cousins.

A memorial service for Mike will be held at the Episcopal Church of the
Ascension in Knoxville, TN on Saturday, April 2, 2022, at 10:00 am. It will be
followed by a brunch and celebration of life in the Parish Hall at the church. In
lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to the American



Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) at www.aspca.org.

Bennett-May & Pierce Funeral Home and Crematory is in charge of
arrangements for William Michael (Mike) Terry-Cochran
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Memorial Service

APR 2. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Episcopal Church of the Ascension in Knoxville, TN
800 S Northshore Drive Knoxville, TN
Knoxville, TN 37919
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| was greatly saddened to read of Mike’s death today. | knew him
and

Mitzi for many years at Ascension

and my late wife and | were honored

to have been a guest at Shannon’s

wedding and many times a guest

when Mike and Mitzi lived in Tellico

Village. My wife, the late Pat Adams

Furlong, was also his dear friend and

admirer. She intuitively felt, as only

a poet can do, the great love Mike had

for Mitzi.

| look forward to attending the April 2nd service at Ascension to
celebrate

and honor Mike’s life.

Bill Furlong
Bill8thmile@gmail.com

Bill Furlong - February 20, 2022 at 03:23 PM

Mitzi and family of Mike, my condolences regarding your loss of
Mike. | thought of him as a most interesting man who | wish | had
know outside of the workplace (The Home Depot ). What little
time we had to share during breaks revealed a man of much greater
depth than unloading trucks could suggest. Oh my, and his blood
sugar episodes! His stubbornness, even refusal, to accept help
during those times was both breathtaking and maddening because
we loved, cared for, and where concerned about him. When | think

of those times | still want to choke him 2. He was though, a
dependable member of the team.

Tobias Bostwick - February 19, 2022 at 11:52 PM
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